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differing with different individuals from three to seven¬ 
teen seconds. In thirty experiments, directed by Mr. B., 
the reviewer of this article sorted the second pack, when 
different from the first, in less time by 3.1 seconds than 
he could the first. 

Later, to simplify the experiment, pictures of com¬ 
mon objects took the place of words, and the ten objects 
were selected to be as unlike as possible. The cards 
were thrown on a rough white table cover, to prevent 
slipping. 

The first object of the experiment was to determine 
the rate of decrease of interference with increasing in¬ 
tervals of time between the two sortings, seven or eight 
different intervals ranging from 3 to 960 seconds being 
used, and two minutes rest allowed between experiments 
on different intervals. Altogether, the experiments re¬ 
quired an hour a day, and records of five persons were 
taken for periods varying from twelve to twenty-one 
days. 

The results gained by Mr. B. are quite in harmony 
with those of previous investigators. He found that 
memory was closely related to habit, and that habits are 
chiefly physiological in their basis. He also gained new 
material, setting forth the marked influences of vigor 
and fatigue which bear out the general belief in a daily 
rhythm. His results also show that men are influenced 
in their activities by the state of the weather, by food, by 
the frequency and amount of rest, and by whatever would 
tend toward changing the regularity of mental life, such 
as grief, anger, anxiety, and melancholia. Taken to¬ 
gether with the classical work of Ebbinghaus, and the 
more recent experiments of Muller and Schumann, as 
well as the painstaking researches of Mtinsterberg, these 
interesting investigations which Air. Bergstrom gives us 
are the most fruitful and wide-reaching of any up to date. 

On Psychoses offer Influenza. 

Bv Julius Althaus, M.D. (Jour, of Mental Science, 
Yol. XXXIX., No. 165). 

This subject has been scarcely treated in the standard 
works of Clouston, Savage, and others, and, indeed, there 
is little in the periodicals previous to 1890. This article, 
given in the form of a lecture, is really an epitome of all 
the literature, good and bad, that has appeared within 
the last two years. 

He traces this psychoses in its relation to other post- 
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febrile insanities as are consequent on typhus, rheu¬ 
matic, and intermittent fevers. The investigations of 
Dr. Althaus take the form of those of Kraeplin, and 
the following points were kept prominent: 

1. The number of well-observed eases which have 
been utilized. 

2. The influence of sex, age and general and special 
predisposition. 

3. The duration of these affections. 

4. The eventual result, whether cured, uncured, or 
fatal. 

An attempted answer is made to each of the follow¬ 
ing questions: 

1. Are psychoses after influenza more frequent than 
those which occur after other fevers ? 

2. What is the influence of sex and age in the causa¬ 
tion of these affections ? 

3. What is the influence of predisposition ? 

4. What is the relative influence of the fever and the 
grippo-toxine in the production of these psychoses ? 

5. What is the duration of post-influenzal psychoses ? 

6. What is the proportion of cured, uncured, and fatal 
ca c es ? 

7. Is there any relationship between the severity of 
the feverish attack and the subsequent occurrence of 
psychoses? 

8. What length of time may elapse between the fever¬ 
ish attack and the outbreak of the insanity ? 

9. Is there any special form of insanity induced by 
influenza which does not occur after other fevers ? 

10. How does influenza affect those previously insane ? 

11. What treatment should be resorted to in the dif¬ 
ferent forms of post-influenza psychoses ? 

The work is valuable to the physician in that its con¬ 
clusions are drawn from so many sources. A list of all 
these articles (which were written by leading investiga¬ 
tors in different countries) is given, and is worthy of the 
closest inspection. 

Contribution to Affections of the Temporal 
Lobes. 

By G. Seppili, (Riv. sp. di. freu., III-IV., 1892). 

Two cases of affection of the temporal lobes are noted 
by the writer : 

1. In an autopsy on a deaf mute, a wound of long 
standing was observed in both temporal lobes. 

2. In the case of a left-handed person, whose left 



